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which this is a supplement, it shall be the duty of the sheriff of the county county, tobe

in which said person shall be sentenced, or his deputy, to transport such 2nsported there
person to the jail of the said county of Hssex or of Hudson, within twenty ga»y& weny
days after the sentence, together with a certified copy of the sentence, and

said person shall be safely kept in the said jail until the term of his or her
imprisonment shall have expired ; and the said sheriff, or his deputy, shall

be entitled to receive compensation for the expense of transporting such

person at the same rate per mile as is allowed for transporting offenders

to the state prison, to be paid by the treasurer of this state, upon the

certificate of the keeper of said jail; provided, that no more shall be paid Cost of transport-
in any case than the said sheriff, or his deputy, would be entitled to ins
-receive, had he transported such offender to the state prison. :

25. SEc. 2. That in case any person shall be sentenced, as aforesaid, 1o Rate of keeping
the jail of the county of Essex or of Hudson, the expense of keeping such such prisoner.
offender, not exceeding the rate of one dollar per week, shall be paid to
the keeper of said jail, by the collector of the county from which such
criminal shall be sent, upon the rendering to him of the bill for the same,
by the keeper of the jail to which such person shall be sent.

[See title SaEriFrs, 1I. County Jails, sec. 45 to 49].
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1. That it shall and may be lawful for the courts of common pleas, in Commissioners to
the several counties of this state, bordering on the sea, bays and sounds, e appointed,
and they are hereby required, each and every year hereafter, and oftener *¢#vePond:
if necessary, to appoint one or more discreet and fif person or persons,
not a judge of the court so making the said appointment, commissioner or
commissioners of wrecks, in their respective counties, who shall hold such
appointment not less than one year, nor more than five years, at the
discretion of said courts, and shall severally enter into bond to the state
of New Jersey, with two or more good and sufficient sureties, to be
approved of by said court, in any sum not less than five thousand dollars,
nor more than twenty thousand dollars, for the faithful discharge of the
duties of their said office, which bond shall be deposited in the office of the
secretary of this state; and it shall be the duty of the clerks of said courts,
respectively, to make out a certificate, under the seal of said court, for each
of the persons so appointed, of his appointment, and deliver the same to
him ; provided, that when any commissioner is appointed as aforesaid, for Proviso.
more than one year, and not exceeding five years, it shall not be necessary
to renew his appointment or bond, until the time therein expressed shall
have expired. (See Sec. 20).

2. That the said courts of common pleas shall have authority, from time Districis to be
to time, to lay off and alter, at the discretion of the said courts, two or assigned.
aore districts on the sea, bays, sounds and rivers, adjoining their respec-
tive counties, and in such cases to appoint a commissioner in each and

-
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-every district, who shall have the sole authority of commissioner of

wrecks, in the district to which he shall be appointed, and give bond to
the state as aforesaid. ,

3. That it shall be the duty of the commissioners appointed as aforesaid,
on application to them made, by or in behalf of any owner, supercargo,
master, or other person, having charge of any ship, or other vessel, or
cargo, being stranded, or in danger of being strarded, or in distress, on
or near the shores of their respective counties or districts, to call to his
assistance and employ, as many men as shall be agreed on between the
said commissioner and the said owner, supercargo, master, or other person
having charge of said vessel or cargo, to be useful and necessary, to assist
in preserving the said vessel or cargo; which men so employed, shall be
under the direction of the master, owner, supercargo, consignce, insurer
or agent, having the lawful care of said vessel and cargo, and the said
commiissioner, and all others, who shall, at the request, or with the appro-
bation of the master, owner, supereargo, consignee, insurer or agent,
having the lawful care and charge of any vessel, stranded or in distress,
assist in preserving such vessel or cargo, shall ke paid a reasonable
compensation for their labor and trouble in and about the same; and in
default thereof, the ship, vessel and goods shall remain in custody of the
commissioner until all reasonable charges shall be paid, or security given
for that purpose, to the satisfaction of the parties; and in case the parties
shall disagree touching the amount of the compensation to be paid to the
commissioner, or other persons employed in saving such vessel or cargo,
it shall be lawful for the master, owner, supercargo, or other person
having the lawful care and charge of such vessel or cargo, to choose one
indifferent person, being a freeholder, and also for the commissioner to
choose one other indifferent person, being a freeholder, who shall adjust
and ascertain the same, and in case they cannot agree, the two freeholders
so .chosen, shall appoint one other indifferent person, being a freeholder,
to assist them in said adjustment; and the decision of any two of them
shall be binding on all parties, unless the said commissioner, or the said
master, owner, supercargo, or other perscn, having the lawful care or
charge cf, or interest in said vessel or cargo, shall, in fifteen days, appeal
to the court of common pleas of the county where such vessel or cargo
shall be saved, which court shall, at the next term, in a summary way,
hear and determine said appeal, and render judgment accordingly.

4. That in case of an appeal, as provided by the next preceding section
of this act, it shall be lawful for the master, owner, or supercargo, or other
person or persons, legally entitled to the care and charge of the said
vessel or eargo, to pay to the commissioner the sum awarded. by said free-
holders, whereupon the said commissioner shall restore the vessel or cargo
to the said master, owner, supercargo, or other person having the lawful

" care or charge of the said vessel or cargo, but this payment shall not
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prejudice the right or interest of the owner of the vessel or cargo on said
appeal; and further, in case the sum for such compensation shall be
lessened by the judgment of the said court of common pleas, the commis-
sioners shall restore to the owner, or person or persons having the legal
interest in said vessel or cargo, the difference between the award of the
said freeholders and the judgment of the common pleas; and in case the
judgment of the common pleas shall increase the said compensation, then
the owners of the vessel or cargo shall be answerable for such increase,
and judgment shall be rendered by the said court of common pleas against
him, her or them for the same, and execution accordingly.

5. That the commissioners aforesaid shall not take upon themselves
any power or authority to sell, or any way dispose of the ship, vessel or
cargo, or any part thereof, where there is any owner, supercargo, con-
rignee, insurer, agent or master present, but in all things to aid and assist
bhim or them as he or they may direct; and for such services, such com-
missioner or commissioners shall receive a reasonable compensation.

6. That every commissioner who shall aid and assist in saving any
goods, or other property, shall, before the goods or other property is
removed, make a true and perfect inventory of all the goods or other
property that may be removed under his direction, which inventory shall
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describe the marks and numbers upon the respective packages or casks,
the kind of goods or liquors that they contain, when that can be ascer-
tained without unnecessarily breaking the packages, or injury to the
goods, and the quantity as near as practicable, and shall sign his name
thereto, which inventory he shall carefully transeribe into a book by him
to be kept for that purpose; which book shall be subject to be inspected
by the owner, supercargo; consignee, insurer or master, or other person
“or persons interested in said goods or property, and also be laid before the
court of common pleas, by whom said commissioners shall be appointed,
at the expiration of the said commission, and at such other time or times
as the said .court shall order or direct, for the inspection of said court.

7. That if any person, other than those employed by a commissioner,
shall enter, or endeavour to enter, on board of any ship or other vessel,
stranded or in distress on or near the sea shores of this state, or the bays
or inlets thereof, without the leave of the master, owner, or other person

having the care or charge of said vessel, or a lawful right thereto, or if

“any person shall molest the master, owner, or other person having the
lawful care and custody of such vessel, in saving the same, or the cargo, or
any part thereof, or shall wilfully deface the marks of goods, being part
of the cargo of such vessel, before they shall be inven‘oried by the com-
missioner as aforesaid, or some other person concerned in the care and
preservation of such goods, such person shall forfeit and pay for every
such offence the sum of one hundred dollars, to be recovered with costs,
by action of debt, in any court having cognizance thereof,in the name of,
and to the use and benefit of the owner of the ship, vessel, or goods, as
the case may be; and in case of failure to pay such forfeiture immediately,
or to give security to the satisfaction of the court before whom the con-
viction shall be had, to pay the same in twenty days, the said court shall
immediately sentence the person so convicted, to imprisonment in the

county jail, for any time not exceeding six calendar months; and further,.

in case any goods shall be found upon or in possession of any person, that

shall have been stolen, or unlawfully carried off from any ship or other

vessel in distress, or stranded as aforesaid, the person upon whom, or in
whose possession such goods shall be found, shall, on demand, deliver the
same to the owner, supercargo, master, or commissioner, or to such other
person as shall be authorized by the owner, supercargo, master, or com-
missioner, to receive the same, and shall be also liable to pay to the cwner
double the value of the said goods so found upon him or her, or in his or
her possession, with costs, to be sued for and recovered in any court
having cognizance thereof.

8. That should any vessel or other property, be cast on shore within
the limits of any of the counties of this state, bordering on the sea, bays,
sounds, rivers, creeks, or inlets, and no person present to claim the same as
owner, supercargo, consignee, insurer, agent, or master, the commissioner
of this district, and in case of Lis death or absence, a commissioner of any
district of said county, shall take possession thereof, and cause an inven-
tory to be made, and recorded in manner prescribed by the sixth section
of this aet, after which it shall be the duty of said commissioner or com-
missioners to cause a true description of said goods, with the marks,
numbers, and kinds, as far as can be ascertained, and a description of the
vessel in which said goods shall be found, as fully as can be conveniently
done, to be advertised in one or more of the public newspapers of this
state, for the space of four weeks; and in case the value of said goods
shall exceed the sum of five hundred dollars, then to advertise the same
in one of the public newspapers in each of the cities of New York and
Philadelphia, for the same length of time; and in ease no person shall
claim the same within one year from the time the same shall have been
advertised, as aforesaid, the said commissioner or commissioners shall
advertise the same for sale in two or more public places in the county
where the said goods were stranded or found, not less than ten, nor more
than twenty days, and procced to- sell the same at public vendue or
outery, for the best price that can be obtained for the same; and after
deducting all reasonable charges and expenscs, to be ascertained arnd
allowed by one of the judges of the court of common pleas of said county,

1257

Subject to in-
spection.

Punishment for
entering or inter-
fering with vessel
unlawfully.

When commis-
sioner to take
possession of ves-
sel and cargo.

His duty.

Stranded goods
advertised and
sold.



1258

Chargesdeducted
and balance
paid.

Dutyofthe finder
of stranded
goods.

Punishment for
concealing.

Punishment for
stealing or em-
bezzling.

Commissioner
punished for
abuse of trust.

Fine for refusing
to assist.

WRECKS.

and the compensation for his own labor and trouble, as hereinafter pro-
vided, the residue of the money arising on such sales, together with an
account of sales, be transmitted by the commissioner or commissioners, to
the treasurer of this state; and the said treasurer shall file the acecount of
sales in his office, and keep an account of the money so received, for the
benefit of the owner, in case he shall claim the same, which may be done
by proving his property to the satisfaction of the commissioner or com-
missioners, who shall have sold the same, together with two of the justices
of the peace of the county, who are hereby authorized to investigate the
case, and to hear proof thereof; and in case they shall be satisfied in
whom the property is, they shall certify the same under their hands and
seals, to the treasurer of the state, who shall file the same in his office,
and pay the money to whom it shall be so certified to be due, deducting
therefrom -one per centum for his trounble; and in case no person shall
claim the same within two years from the date of the advertisement of
the said goods, the same shall be for the use of the state; but in case the
goods shall be perishable, they may be sold at any time, after being
advertised in two or more public places in the county, not less than
five days.

9. That when any person or persons shall find any stranded goods or
other property, on or near the sea or bay, shores, or in any inlet, river,
creek, or sound in this state, above the value of twenty dollars, and no
owner appearing to claim the same, he, she, or they shall forthwith give
information thereof to the nearest commissioner of the county ; or in case
the county shall be divided into districts, then to the commissioner of the
district in which such goods or property shall be found, for which-he, she,
or they shall be allowed all reasonable charges or expenses, to be ascer-
tained by said commissioners, and paid out of the product of the sales of
such goods or other property; and further, should any person, finding
stranded goods or other property, conceal the same, or convert them to
his or her own use, or fail, within four days, to give information to the
commisgioner, as before directed, he or she shall pay to the said commis-
sioner, double the value of such goods or other property, to be recovered,
with costs, by the said eommissioner, in an action of debt, in his own
name, in any court having cognizance thereof, for the use of the state, out
of which said commissioner is hereby directed to pay to the owner of such
stranded goods or other property, all the damage the said owner shall
sustain by reason of such concealment, conversion, or failing to give
information, in case the said owner appear and prove his property in
one year from the time such judgment of recovery shall be rendered.

10. That if any person shall steal or embezzle any stranded goods or
other property, or conceal the same, knowing them to have been stolen
or embezzled, such person shall forfeit and pay to the owner or commis-
sioner, whichever shall first sue for the same, double the value of the
goods or other property so stolen or embezzled, or found in his or her
possession, he or she knowing the same to have been stolen or embezzled,
to be recovered in any court having cognizance thereof; and the person
so stealing, embezzling, or concealing the same, knowing the same to have
been stolen or embezzled, shall moreover be liable to be prosecuted, con-
victed, and punished, on the part of this state, as in other cases of theft,
or receiving stolen goods, knowing them to have been stolen.

11. That in case any commissioner, appointed as aforesaid, either by
fraud, connivance or wilful neglect, shall abuse the trust reposed in him
by this act, he shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit and pay double damages
to the party aggrieved by such fraud, connivance or wilful neglect, to be
recovered with costs, by action on the case, in any court having cogni-
zance thereof, and shall thereafter be rendered incapable of acting or
being again appointed a commissioner under this act; and further,in case
any person, as aforesaid, shall refuse or neglect to give the assistance
reqaired by this act for the saving any vessel or cargo, he shall forfeit
and pay the sum of five dollars, to be recovered, with costs, by any com-
missioner of the county, or in case the county where the cffence shall
be committed shall be divided into districts, then by the commissioner
of the district in which the offence shall be committed, in an action of
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debt, before any justice of the peace of the county where such offence
shall be committed, to and for the use of the state.

12. That every commissioner appointed under this act, shall, before he
enters on the duties of his office, take and subscribe the following oath or
affirmation :

I, A. B, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will truly and faithfully
perform and discharge the duties of a commissioner of wrecks for the dis-
trict in which I am appointed, in the county of , agreeably to law,
to the best of my skill and abilities. So help me God.

And further, in case of stranded or wrecked property coming into the
bounds of any commissioner; where no owner shall appear to claim the
same, the said commissioner shall receive a reasonable compensation for
his trouble, to be ascertained and allowed by the court of common pleas
by whom the said commissioner hath been or shall be appointed, which
compensation, so ascertained and allowed, shall be retained by the said
commissioner out of the product of the sale of said goods, before the same
shall be paid to the treasurer, as aforesaid.

13. That if any person shall put up false lights, in order to bring any
vessel into danger, or wilfully do any act or thing tending to the
immediate loss of such vessel, whereby such vessel shall be lost or
destroyed, then every person so offending, shall be deemed guilty of a
misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof by due course of law, be punished
by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in solitary
confinement not exceeding three years, or both, at the discretion of the
court before whom such conviction shall be had.

14. That no person who shall be related within the third degree, accord-
ing to the rules of the common law, to any person or persons claiming
compensation for saving or assisting to save any vessel or cargo, or any
part thereof, as before provided by this act, or any person having himself
received compensation for saving any vessel or cargo, within three years
next preceding, shall be considered as indifferent between the parties, or
eligible to adjust and ascertain the compensation for saving or assisting
to save any vessel or cargo, as herein before provided.

15. That from and after the passing of this act, when any person or
persons shall assist in preserving a vessel, or cargo of any vessel, wrecked
or in distress, and arbitrators shall be chosen to adjust and ascertain the
amount of compensation for such services, it shall be the duty of said
arbitrators to award the amount to be paid said salvors in money, and
not to award any part of said cargo or vessel.

16. That it shall not be lawful for any commissioner, appointed under
this act, to engage directly or indirectly in the saving of any vessel or
cargo as aforesaid, for his own private benefit and interest; but that he
shall pay over to the salvors, the whole amount allowed or awarded to
them in money as aforesaid ; and that said commissioner shall receive no
other compensation, interest, or reward for his services, than such as is
provided for in this act. ,

17. That if any commissioner shall be convicted of exacting any agree-
ment or reward for his own personal benefit or interest, -he shall be
removed from, and thereafter be rendered incapable of holding said office.

18. That no commissioner of wrecks in this state, shall be engaged

_directly or indirectly, in the purchase of any stranded or wrecked vessel
or goods; and all goods sosold, shall be openly exposed to public view, in
such parcels as shall be deemed most likely to cause the articles thus sold
to bring the best price.

19. That all moneys now in the treasury of this state, or which shall
hereafter come into said treasury, arising from the proceeds of wrecked
or stranded goods, or other property, shall, on the expiration of the time
allowed by this act, to the owner to claim the same, and the same being
unclaimed, be as soon as can conveniently be done, paid over to the
trustees of the school fund, to be by them invested in some stock, in the
same manner as other moneys are invested by them ; and the interest,
arising on the moneys so invested, shall enure and be received by the
treasurer, for the benefit of the fund for the support of free schools, and be
credited and accounted for accordingly.

1259

Commissioner’s
oath.

Compensation
when no owner
appears.

Putting up false
lights punished.

Who not eligible
to adjust com-
pensation.

Arbitrators to
award money.

Commissioner
restricted to his
legal compensa-
tion.

Penalty for tak-
ing any other.

Not to purchase.

‘When moneys
paid to school
fund.



1260

P. L. 1856, p. 258.

Appointment of

‘WRECKS.

Supplement.
) " Approved March 14, 1856,

20. Sec. 1. That from and after the passage of this act, the appointment

commissioners of of the several commissioners of wrecks of this state shall be made by the
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authorized to make appointments of commissioners of wrecks in and for
the respective districts within their respective counties; provided always,
that no such appointment shall be valid without the approval of the pre-
siding judge of the court in which such appointment is to be made, and
said commissioners shall continue in office five years.

21. Sko. 2. That before any commissioner of wrecks shall enter upon,
or in any wise attempt to discharge the duties of his office, he shall enter
into bond with sureties, to be approved by the court in which he is
appointed, in the sum of not less than five thousand, nor more than
twenty thousand dollars, at the discretion of the court, and each of the
said commissioners shall make a report in writing annually, and file the
same with the secretary of state, containing a full statement of the num-
ber of lives lost, and of the names of the masters and vessels wrecked, and
in what manner the cargo was disposed of.

22. SEc. 8. That the said commissioners of wrecks, hereafter to be
appointed, shall be allowed the sum of four dollars for each day necessa-
rily employed in the duties of such offices, and to each boatman there
shall be allowed not to exceed three dollars for each day, and four dollars
per day for the use of a surf boat, 10 be paid by the owners of the vessel
or cargo, their agents, consignees, the board of underwriters, or others
claiming the property saved.

28. Skc. 4. That so much of the act to which this is a supplement as is
inconsistent with the provisions of this supplement, be and the same is
hereby repealed. ’ '



