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Beneficiary Societies.

I. BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATIONS.

Amended by sections 17 and 19.

Certificate of corporate name to be filed and recorded.

Power to hold lands.

May make constitution and by-laws.

Amended by section 20.

Officers, how elected. What officers to give bond.

Benevolent and charitable associations heretofore incor-
porated may organize under this act.

Benevolent and fraternal societies may incorporate under
this act.

. Amended by section 18.

Legislature may alter, modify or repeal act.

Associations extending relief to non-members deemed lawe
ful corporations.

Proceedings for dissolving benevolentiassociations.

Two or more associations may consolidate.

How such consolidation may be agreed to.

Certificate of consolidation to be filed.

Associations to promote reformation of wayward persons
deemed lawful corporations. ’

Amended by section 19.

Restrictions as to number of members or annual income not
to apply.

Formation of benevolent and charitable associations.

Objects of associations.

Corpommons heretofore orgamzed deemed valid.

No limit as to persons who may hereafterassociate together.

Amended by section 24.

Association may contract with members to pay death
benefit.

Temperance associations may be incorporated.

Trades assembly, labor union, &c., may be incorporated.

Merchants or societies of business men may be incorporated.

Bible societies may be incorporated.

Mutoal association incorporated may create capital stock.

Associations for patriotic objects may be incorporated.

Informal or irregular certificates validated,

Certain incorporations validated and acts confirmed.

Titles to land of such associations validated.

Associations of persons not to exceed two thousand author-
ized.

Change of name.

Certificate of change of name to be filed.

Amount of real and personal property that may be held.;

., May change location or place of business.

Property not to be exempt from taxation,

II. FRATERNAL SOCIETIES.,

Members of certain lodges or councils may be incorporated.

. Record and contents of certificate of incorporation.

Associations may hold real estate.
Object of associations.

Election and anthority of trustees.
Increase of capital stock.

. Annual meeting, &c.

By-laws. Officers of board of trustees.
Increase in number of trustees.
Number of votes to which stockholders may be entitled.

50,

51,
52.
53,

54,
55.

56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62,
63.
64.
65.
66,
67.
68.
69.

70.
71
72.

78.
74.
75.
76.
77,

78.

@

79.
80.

90.
91,
92.
93.
94,
95.

Increase of capital stock.

Fraternal beneficiary societies defined, &c.

Associations now doing business may continue.

Foreign associations not now doing business in state shall
be admitted.

Annual report to be filed.

Commissioner of banking and insurance to be appointed
lawful attorney.

Permit to do business issued.

Formation of fraternal beneficiary associations.

Paid agents may be employed.

Certain contracts invalid.

Money, benefits, &c., not liable to attachment.

May hold meetings in other states.

Penalty for making false statements or representations.

Associations may be examined.

May be excluded from doing business.

Officers and agents subject to penalties.

Act applies to fraternal beneficiary associations only.

Certain fees to be paid.

Repealer.

Fraternal beneficial and relief societies may create subordi-
nate lodges. :

Constitution and general laws to be filed.

Amnnual report to be made.

May be prohibited from doing business.

III. SOCIETIES FOR THE TRAINING OF YOUNG

WOMEN FOR SERVICE.

Societies, how incorporated.
General powers.

May adopt by-laws,

Election of officers and trustees.
Act may be altered or repealed.

IV. RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONAL SOCIETIES.

May increase holding of real or personal property. Resolu-
tion to be filed.
Resolution of increase, how authenticated.,

Effect of filing copy of resolution.

V. SOCIETIES OF ORGANIZED LABOR.

. May be incorporated.

. Certificate of incorporation to be filed and recorded.
. Board of representatives, how constituted. Powers.
. Board to elect officers.

. May make by-laws.

. Vacancies, how filled.

. Board may inquire into management of funds.

. Objects of corporations under this act.

. Lands held by trustees may be'conveyed.

Trades unions, &c., may incorporate.

Rights and powers.

Election of officers.

No dividend to be made until debts are paid.
Articles of incorporation, how changed.
Repealer.

An act to incorporate benevolent and charitable associations.

1. [Amended and supplied by Secs. 17 and 19, pos{] : "
That the said officer or officers of such association,

2.

Revision—Approved April 9,1875.  p, 1, 1853, p. 355.

#1866, p. 770.
1872, p. 81

elected as afore- esseitionts of

s‘ud shall immediately certify such corporate name, under his or their g porate name %9@1599_190
hauds, and file such certificate in the office of the (,Iex'k of the court of tobefiledand (31
common pleas of the county in which such association shall have holden recorded. gl
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the said meeting, whose duty it shall be to record the same, and for which
he shall be entitled to receive twenty-five cents. :

3. That the estate and property, of what kind soever the same may be,
of such association, shall be vested in them as a corporation, and by their
corporate name such association shall be able to purchase, receive, take
hold and convey, for the use and benefit of such corporation, and for the
purpose of effecting the objects of its incorporation, any lands, tenements
and hereditaments, and any sum or sums of money, rights, securities,
goods and chattels, by gift, alienation, devise, bequest or otherwise, of
any person or persons, bodies politic and corporate.

4. That incorporations under this act shall be authorized to make, adopt,
and use, and from time to time to alter, amend, or change such general
form of a constitution, and such by-laws for their government, as to them
shall seem right and proper; provided, that nothing in said constitution or
by-laws be repugnant to the constitution or laws of the United States or of
this state.

5. [Amended and supplied by Sec. 20, post.]

6. That the officers of any such incorporation shall be elected or appointed
in such manner, at such times, and in such place, as the said corporation
shall by their constitution or by-laws provide; and the officer or officers
to whom shall be entrusted the custody of the funds of any such corpora-
tion shall give bond for the faithful discharge of the duties of his or their
office, in such sum and with such sureties as the association may determine.

7. That any association of persons leretofore incorporated under the
provisions of the act entitled “ An act to incorporate benevolent and chari-
table associations,” passed March twelfth, eighteen hundred and fourty-four,
or under the act having the same title, approved March ninth, eighteen
hundred and fifty-three, are hereby authorized to organize under this act
in the manner provided in the first section ; and upon filing a certificate of
the corporate name of such association, as required by the second section,
all the right, title and interest of any association heretofore incorporated,
in any estate, real or personal, shall be vested in the said body corporate
and politic so created, and the original incorporation of such association
shall be null and void.

8. That whenever any benevolent or. fraternal organization or society
having a grand lodge, or other legislative head, duly organized and exist-
ing in this state, shall determine to establish a college for the education of
orphans and others, or & home for widows, orphans and aged members of
such-society in this state, they may become incorporated under this act,
and such organization or society shall have and may retain the right,
through its grand lodge or other legislative head, to select and name the
persons who shall form such corporation, and be the first trustees thereof,
and to prescribe the terms of office of such trustees, and provide for their
classification, so that a portion thereof shall go out of office, and their
successors be elected at each annual session, and by the members present
of such grand lodge or society ; the said grand lodge or society may also
provide that no person shall be a trustee of such corporation, unless he be
a member of such order, organization or society, in good standing; and
may also require said board of trustees to report annually to the grand
lodge or society founding the same, the condition of affairs of such cor-
poration, and the amount and manner of its receipts and expenditures.

9. [Amended and supplied by Sec. 18, post.] :

10. That the legislature may at any time alter, modify, or repeal this
act, and may also annul or repeal the charter of any association incor-
porated under and by virtue of the provisions of this act; and the same
shall take effect immediately.

roved March 24th, 1875 (P: L. p. 40), the provisions of the above act are extended to the subordinate councils

of the junior order u?America.n mechanics.
. By supplement approved March 31st, 1875 (P. L. p. 46), extended to all associations of persons whose object is to promote social
intercourse, or to provide a library, &c., or a place and the means for engaging in lawful amusementsand physical exercise.
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Supplement.
Approved April 6, 1876.

11. Skc. 1. That persons or associations whose object is to give and ex-
tend benevolent and charitable assistance and relief to persons who are not
members or corporators, that have been or shall be incorporated under the
provisions of the act to which this is a ‘supplement, shall be deemed and
taken to be lawful corporations of this state, and entitled to all the rights
and privileges conferred by the said act.

Supplement.
Approved March 12, 1878.

12. Skc. 1. That whenever, in the judgment of any corporation organ-
ized under the act to which this is a supplement, or any association organ-
ized for benevolent and charitable purposes incorporated under any law of
this state, it shall be deemed advisable and most for the benefit of such
corporation that the same should be dissolved, it shall and may be lawful
for such corporation, within ten days after the adoption of a resolution to
that effect by said corporation, to cause written or printed notice of the
adoption of such resolution to be mailed to each and every member of said
corporation residing in the United States, and also within ten days to cause
like notice to be published in one or more newspapers published and cir-
culated in the county wherein such corporation shall have their place of
‘meeting, at least four weeks successively, once a week, next preceding the
time appointed for the same, of a meeting of such members of said corpora-
tion, to be held at the usual place of meeting of said corporation in such
county, to take action upon such resolution, and which meeting may, on
the day so appointed, by the consent of a majority of the said members
present, be adjourned from time to time for not less than one week at any
one time, of which adjourned meeting notice by advertisement in such
paper shall be given; and if at any such meeting two-thirds of all the
members then present shall consent by resolution that such dissolution
shall take place, then and in such case such corporation shall, upon filing
a certificate of such consent, duly attested by their secretary, in the office
of the secretary of state, and receiving from him a certificate that such cer-
tificate of consent has been filed, -be dissolved, and the said corporation
shall cause such certificate to be published four weeks successively, at least
once in each week, in one or more of the newspapers published and circu-
lating in the county in which such corporation has had its place of meet-
ing ; provided, that the secretary of state shall not issue the certificate of
dissolution hereinbefore mentioned until satisfied by due proof that the
requirements aforesaid have been duly complied with by such corporation ;
and provided further, that no distribution of the assets of any corporation
affected by this act shall be made until the debts of such corporation shall
have been fully satisfied.

%

Supplement.
Approved March 29, 1878,

13. Skc. 1. That it shall be lawful for two or more associations incor-
porated under the act to which this is a supplement, or under any special
act of this state, for benevolent and charitable purposes only, to consolidate
their corporate rights, powers and privileges into one association, so that
by such act of consolidation all the property, rights and privileges by law
vested in such associations shall be transferred to and become vested in the
association to be formed by such acts of consolidation, under sach name
as by such agreements of consolidation may be adopted.

14. Src. 2. That such consolidation may be agreed upon at a special
meeting of the trustees. managers, board of council, or other persons having
the lawful control and management of any such association, by whatever
name they may be known, such meeting to be called for that purpose only ;
that if at such meeting two-thirds of all the trustees, managers or other

«
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persons, as aforesaid, shall be in favor of an agreement to consolidate as
aforesaid, which agreement shall also have beeni submitted to and ratified
by the majority of the members of each association at a special mecting
called for that purpose and the object thereof being duly stated in the call
for the same, then a certificate, reciting fully such facts, shall be made,
signed by the secretary and president of each association so agreeing to
consolidate, who shall cause the same to be filed in the office of the secretary
of state, and thereupon the act of consolidation shail be deemed complete,
and all the property, powers and privileges theretofore held, possessed and
enjoyed by the associations entering into such agreement of consolidation
shall become vested in the association into which such consolidation has
taken place and by such naine as may have been agreed upon.

15. Skc. 3. That any two or more benevolent or charitable associations
which have heretofore agreed to consolidate, and which have substantially
carried into effect such consolidation by the merging of the property and
effects of the respective associations thus consolidated, may make a certifi-
cate, signed in the same manner as required in the second section of this
act, and cause the same o be filed as required in said section, which said
certificate shall recite the facts of such consolidation and also state the
corporate name under which said last-mentioned consolidated association
shall be known, and thereafter the act of consolidation shall be deemed
complete and valid, and such consolidated association shall be entitled to
all the rights and privileges conferred by the act to which this is a sup-
plement.

Supplement.
. Approved April 5, 1878.

16. Skc. 1. That persons or associations whose object, in addition to
other objects enumerated in said act and the various supplements thereto,
and to which said act this is a supplement, is to promote the reformation
of wayward persons of either sex, that have been or shall be incorporated
under the provisions of the act to which this is a supplement, shall be
deemed and taken to be lawful corporations of this state, and entitled to
all the rights and privileges conferred by said act and its supplements;
provided, that nothing in this supplement shall be construed as authorizing
such associations to deprive any person or persons of their liberty unless
by due process of law.

Supplement,
Approved March 2, 1881.

17. [Sec. 1, amending Sec. 1 of original act, is again amended and sup-
plied by Sec. 19, post.]

18. Skc. 2. That the ninth section of the act to which this is a supple-.
ment be amended so that the same shall read as follows:

[ That no restrictions as to the number of members, nor as to the amount
of annual income, shall apply to any benevolent or fraternal organization
or association, duly organized or existing, or which may hereafter be duly
organized in this state, nor to any corporations formed for the purpose of
establishing a college or home as above provided.]

Supplement.
. Approved March 22, 1886.
19. Skc. 1. That the first section of the act as heretofore amended, to
which this is a supplement [see Secs. 1 and 17, ante], be amended so that
the same shall read as follows : ) ‘
[That every association of persons, not less than three in number, asso-
ciated for benevolent and charitable purposes, be and they are hereby
authorized, at any regular meeting of such association, by a majority of
votes, to elect by ballot, or otherwise, according to the constitution or by-
laws of such association, to appoint one or as mauy officers of such associa-
tion as shall be deemed necessary ; which said association, and such other
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persons as may be associated with them, are hereby constituted a body
politic and corporate in law, by whatever name they shall assume, and by
such name shall have succession and continuance, and be capable in law
of suing and being sued, defending and being defended in all courts and
places whatever, and may have and use a common seal and alter and renew
the same at pleasure, and by their name as aforesaid, and under their com-
mon seal, may make and enter into, execute and enforce any contracts or
agreements relating to, touching or concerning the objects of' said corpora-
tion.] (a) :

20. Skc. 2. That the fifth section of the act to which this is a supple-
ment be amended so that the same shall read as follows :

[That the sole and exclusive objects of incorporations under this act shall
be to relieve or support such of the members thereof or such other persons
as shall by sickness, casualty, old age or other cause be rendered incapable
of attending to their usual occupation or calling; to discourage intemper-
ance and diffuse the prineiples of benevolence and charity ; to promote the
decent interment of deceased members or widows of deceased members; to
give and extend bemevolent and charitable relief and assistance to persons
who are not members or corporators; to promote religion, morality or
industry by local missions or Sunday-schools or schools of a charitable
nature, and other charitable objects; any one or more of the above objects
may be provided for in the constitution and by-laws of such corporation,
which shall have power to provide for such necessary expenses as shall
acerue by carrying into effect the said object or objects; and no part of the
funds of such corporation shall be used for banking purposes or in any

“manner except as provided in this act.] ()

21. Sgc. 3. That if any corporation shall have been organized in accord-
ance with the provisions of the act to which this is a supplement as now
amended, such organization shall be deemed to have been valid and
effectual for all purposes.

Supplement. '
Approved March 2, 1883.

22. Seo. 1. That from and after the passage of this act there shall be no
limit as to the number of persons that may hereafter associate themselves

together under the provisions of the act to which this act is a supplement,

and that associations heretofore formed under the provisions of the act to
which this is a supplement, may increase their membership in accordance
herewith. (¢) i

23. Src. 2. [Amended and supplied by Sec. 24, post.]

Supplement.
) Approved April 12, 1886.

24. Sgkc. 1. That section two of a supplement to the act to which this
act is a supplement, and which supplement was approved March second,
one thousand eight Lundred and eighty-three, be and the same is hereby
amended to read as follows:

[That it shall be lawful for associations incorporated under this act to
contract with their members to pay death benefits according to the rules
or by-laws adopted by such associations, and to agree to pay the same to
the husband, wife, father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister or legal
representative of such member after his or her death, which contract the
beneficiary therein named shall have full legal power to enforce in proceed-
ings at law or equity.] :
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(@) An association under the benevolent association act does (b) See Stewart v. The Odd Fellows' Mutual Life Ins. Asso.,12

not come within the prohibition of the insurance laws so long N. J. L. J. 118,
as it confines its agreements to the payment of sick benefits and (¢) See State v. Taylor, 27 V. 49.
burial expenses. State v. Taytor, 27 Vr. 49.
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Supplement.
Approved April 28, 1856,

25. Sro. 1. That organizations or associations, whether of male or female
persons, or of both, whose object is the reformation of inebriates, or to
encourage temperance, or to promote temperance by obtaining persons to
sign temperance pledges, or otherwise, may be incorporated under the act
to which this is a supplement, with all the powers, rights and privileges
conferred by said act and its supplements, and any such organization or
association of persons now existing or hereafter formed, being unincorpo-
rated, having a constitution and by-laws, and a board of managers, trustees
or directors, or other governing body, may become incorporated by filing
a certificate signed hy such managers, trustees or directors, or other
governing body, in the manner provided by the act to which this is a
supplement.

Supplement.
Approved April 16, 1886.
26. Skc. 1. That any trades assembly, labor union or other society of
workmen associated together for lawfal mutual aid and protection, may
become incorporated under the act to which this is a supplement, in the
same manner and with the same powers as are in said bill set forth and
provided.

Supplement.
Approved April 7, 1890.
27. Sxro. 1. That any assembly of merchants or other society of bhusiness
men, associated together for lawful mutual aid and protection, may become
incorporated under the act to which this is a supplement, and with tlie
same powers as are in said act set forth and provided.

Supplement,
Approved April 14, 1890.

28. SEc. 1. That all bible societies in this state, whose object is the
printing and ecirculation of the holy scriptures, without note or comment,
and receiving contributions for that purpose, may be incorporated under
an act to which this is a supplement, with all the powers, rights and
privileges conferred by said act and supplements thereto; and any such
organization and bible society now existing or hereafter formed, baving a
constitution and by-laws and a board of directors or managers, may
become incorporated by filing a certificate, signed by such directors,
trastees or managers, by an act to which this is a supplement.

Supplement.
Approved June 13, 1890.

29. Skc. 1. That it shall be lawful for the members of any mutual asso-
ciation or corporation heretofore or hereafter incorporated or organized
under the provisions of the act to which this is a supplement, to provide
for and create a capital stock of such association or corporation, upon con- -
sent in writing of all the members of such association or corporation, and
to provide for the payment of such stock, and to fix and prescribe the
rights and privileges of the stockholders therein.

Supplement.
Approved March 29, 1892,
30. Skc. 1. That organizations or associations composed of citizens of
this state, whether male or female, whose objects are patriotic in their
character, and who purpose to carry out such objects by the observance of
the anniversaries of events in the history of the republic, and by the col-
lection of manusecripts, rolls and records relating to the war of the American
revolution or other wars of the country, may become incorporated under
the provisions of the act to which this is a supplement, and by virtue of
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such incorporation shall become and be vested with all the powers, rights,
privileges and franchises conferred by said act and its several supplements;
provided, such organizations or associations shall comply with all the re-
quirements of said act and its supplements so far forth as may be thereby
required for such incorporation and as shall be applicable.

Supplement.
Approved April 9, 1892,
31. Skc. 1. That whenever any certificate heretofore made under the
provisions of this act has not been immediately filed or recorded, or when
it fails to disclose the manner of the election of the officers named in said
certificate, or by reason of any informality or irregularity may be deemed
effectual, notwithstanding said informality or irregularity, and said certifi-
- cate shall be as effectual for all intents and purposes of said act as thongh
such informality or irregularity did not exist.

A supplement to an act entitled “An act to incorporate benevolent
and charitable associations,” approved March ninth, one thousand
eight hundred and fifty-three.

Approved April 5, 1886.

82. Suc. 1. That wherever a certificate of incorporation has been here-
tofore made and executed and filed and recorded in pursuance of the pro-
visions of an act entitled “ An act to incorporate benevolent and charitable
associations,” approved on the twelfth day of March, in the year one thou-
sand eight hundred and forty-four, but such action has been taken subse-
quently to the passage of the act entitled * An act to incorporate benevolent
and charitable associations,” approved March ninth, one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-three, which latter act repealed the provisions of the

155

Proviso.

P. L. 1892, p. 453.
Informal or
irregular certifi-
cates validated.

P. L. 1886, p. 179.

Associations
formed under a
certain act held
valid.

former act, that any association that has heretofore attempted to incorporate .

ander said act of March twelfth, one thousand eight hundred and forty-
four, after the passage of the act of March ninth, one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-three, shall be a body politic and corporate in law, by
whatever name they have assumed under the certificate filed under said
act of March twelfth, one thousand eight hundred and forty-four, and by
such name shall have succession and continuance, and be capable in law
of suing and being sued, and defending and being defended in all courts and
places whatever, and having all the corporate powers, the same as if duly
incorporated under said dct of March ninth, one thonsand eight hundred
and fifty-three; and the acts of such association are hereby in all things
ratified, confirmed and validated, and shall have the same force and effect
as if said association had been duly incorporated under and in compliance
with the provisions of the act of March ninth, one thousand eight hundred
and fifty-three, and the supplements thereto.

33. Sge. 2. That the title to any lands and property held and possessed
by any such association shall vest in said association as fully and .com-
pletely as if the same had been incorporated under the provisions of said
act of March ninth, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, and the
property had been acquired thereunder. :

A supplement to an act entitled “.An act to incorpora,ﬁe benevolent
and charitable associations,” a,pprqved March ninth, one thousand

eight hundred and fifty-three. (1) Approved Apsl 20, 1876

WHEREAS, In and by an act entitled “ An act to incorporate benevolent
and charitable associations,” approved March ninth, one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-three, it was in and by the first section enacted as follows :
“ That every association of persons, not exceeding one thousand in
number, associated for benevolent and charitable purposes, be and they

Acts confirmed
and validated.

Title to lands
heid valid.

P. L. 1876, p. 225.

Preamble.

(1) The act of March 9th, 1858, was repealed April 9th, 1875. The section proposed to be amended by this act is now section 1 of

the revised act of 1875.
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are hereby authorized, at any regular meeting of such association, by a
majority of votes, to elect by ballot such and so many officers of such asso-
ciation as shall be deemed mnecessary; which said association, and such
other persons as may be associated with them, are hereby constituted a
body politic and corporate in law, by whatever name they shall assume,
and by such name shall have succession and continuance, and be capable
in law of suing and being sued, defending and being defended in all courts
and places whatever, and may have and use a common seal and alter and
renew the same at pleasure, and by their name as aforesaid, and under
their common seal, may make and enter into, execute and enforce any
contracts or agreements relating to, touching or concerning the objects of
said corporation ; ”’ now, '

34. Sro. 1. That said section hereinbefore recited be and the same is
hereby amended by striking out the words “one thousand,” where the
same occur in said section, and inserting the words “ two thousand ” in
the place thereof, so that the said section will read, when so amended, as
follows: * Every association of persons, not exceeding two thousand in
number, associated for benevolent and charitable purposes, be and they are
hereby authorized, at any regular meeting of such association, and by a.
majority of votes, to elect by ballot such and so many officers of such asso-
ciation as shall be deemed necessary; which said association, and such
other persons as may be associated with them, are hereby constituted a
body politic and corporate in law, by whatever name they shall assuine,
and by such name shall have succession and continuance, and be capable
in law of suing and being sued, defending and being defended in all courts
and places whatever, and may lave and use a common seal and alter and
renew the same at pleasure, and by their name as aforesaid, and under
their common seal, may make and enter into, execute and enforce any con-
tracts or agreements relating to, touching or concerning the objects of said
corporation.” [See Sec. 22, ante.]

A supplement to an act entitled “An act to incorporate benevolent
and charitable associations,” approved March ninth,_ one thousand

eight hundred and fifty-three. (1) ‘
Approved March 19, 1878,

35. Ske. 1. That it shall be lawful for any corporation or association,
existing Dby virtue of the act to which this is a supplement, to change its
corporate name by a two-thirds vote of the hoard of directors or managers
of such corporation or association who shall be present at a regular or
special meeting called for that purpose; provided, that the corporation or
association cause to be made and filed a certificate in writing in manner
hereinafter mentioned; such certificate in writing shall set forth, first, the
name of such corporation or association in use immediately preceding the
vote, and making and filing the said certificate ; second, the name assumed
to designate such corporation and to be used in its business and dealings in
the place and stead of that referred to in the last preceding paragraph,
and which said certificate shall be signed by the board of directors or
managers, or a majority of said board, and filed in pursuance of the act to
which this is a supplement, in the office of the clerk of the county where
the principal office or place of business of such corporation or association
in this state shall be established; and after being so recorded shall be filed
in the office of the secretary of state; and to which certificate shall be
affixed the affidavit of the secretary or acting secretary of sueh corporation
or association, that the said certificate is made by the authority of the
board of directors or managers of such corporation or association, as ex-
pressed by a two-thirds vote of the meinbers present at a regular or special
meeting of said board, called for that purpose.

36. Skc. 2. That no change in the name of any corporation or associa-
tion under the provisions of this act shall be deemed effected until the said
certificate, made and recorded as aforesaid, shall be actually filed in the

(1) The act of March 9th, 1853, was repealed by the act of April 9th, 1875.
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office of the secretary of state, as herein directed ; but no such change shall
in manner lessen or impair any liability of such corporation or association
incurred or’ existing at the time of such change of name shall be made;
and no suit pending at the time of such change of name shall abate by
reason thereof, but the same may be prosecuted to judgment and execution
in the original name of such corporation or association, and under such
execution the property of said corporation or association, whether held by
its original or amended name, may be levied on and sold to satisfy such
Jjudgment.

An act concerning corporations constituted for benevolent and chari-
table purposes.
Approved March 3, 1890.
37. Sec. 1. That any corporation of this state, created by or existing
under ‘any general or special law for benevolent and charitable purposes,
is hereby authorized and empowered to hold or possess real and personal
property not exceeding in value the sum of five hundred thousand dollars.
38. Suc. 2. That said corporation shall have power, by a vote of its
governing body, to establish or change its location or principal seat or place
-of business in or to such mumcxpallt_y as it may see fit.
-39. Skc. 3. That nothing herein contained shall be construed to exempt
the property of said cor pomtlou from taxation.

II. Fraternal societies.

An act for the formation of incorporated- associations by the member-
ship of fraternal societies in this state.
Approved February 23, 1885.

- 40. 8gc. 1. That it shall be lawful for any number of members, not
less than twenty-five, representing at least five separate lodges or councils
of any fraternal society having a grand jurisdiction within this state, when
met together under a call duly published in at least one newspaper issued
and circulating within the county wherein such lodges hold their meetings,
stating the object of said meeting to be to incorporate under this act and
the time and place of said meeting, which said call shall be signed by a
chairman and secretary of what purports to be a temporary organization of
members of such fraternal society previously made, to select, by a two-thirds
vote of all the members then present and voting, a name for sucl associa-
tion, and by a like vote, to elect fifteen members of such fraternal society
to be the trustees thereof.

4]1. Sgc. 2. That said trustees, when elected, shall forthwith make =
certificate, signed and sealed by each of them and duly acknowledged to be
their hand and seal, and file the same with the county clerk of the county
wherein said association shall have organized, which certificate shall be
recorded by the county clerk, and after such record the same shall be filed
in the office of the secretary of state, and upon the filing thereof the secre-
tary of state shall issue a certificate to said trustees, declaring them to be,
and from the date of said certificate they and their successors shall be, a
corporation under the laws of this state; that said certificate thus filed
shall contain the following facts:

I. The name selected to designate the association in its business;

II. The place where the business of the association is to be conducted,
which must be within the county where organized, and the object for which
said association is formed ;

III. The total amount of the capital stock of the association which its
trustees are authorized to issue by the vote of two-thirds of the members
:at said meeting for organization, which amount said meeting is hereby
required to fix, and which shall not be less than two thousand dollars or
more than one hundred thousand dollars, and the amount with which they
will commenece business, which shall not be less than a subseription of
twenty-five per centum of the total capital stock, the par value of the shares
-of which shall not exceed ten dollars ;
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IV. The name and residence of every member present at the meeting for
organization, and the lodge or council to which he shall belong.

42, Skoc. 3. That associations incorporated under this act shall have full
power and lawful authority to take, hold, receive, grant and convey by
deed, bequest or devise any and all land and real estate necessary and
proper for the prosecution of their business. v

43. Suc. 4. That the sole and only object of associations created under
this act shall be to purchase the necessary land and buildings, or build and
erect such building or buildings upon land purchased by or devised to
them, and furnish and repair the same for use and occupancy as a public
or private hall, opera-house, theater or other like public or private build-
ing, with the right to let parts thereof for general business purposes.

44. Sec. 5. That the trustees first elected as aforesaid shall hold their
office for one year from the date of the certificate of organization filed by
them, and until their successors are elected and enter upon the discharge
of their duties; that said trustees shall be authorized to open books of
subscription to the capital stock of said association as fixed by its certifi-
cate of incorporation and require the payment of said capital stock in such
installments as may be deemed necessary for the needs of the association,
but said trustees shall in no case be required to receive any subscription
offered by or to issue any of the capital stock to any person not a member
of the fraternal society whose membership organized the association.

45, Sgc. 6. That any such association, if it shall discover that its
capital stock is insufficient to fulfill its requirements, may, through its
board of trustees, with the written consent of two-thirds in interest of its
stockholders, at any time increase its capital stock to such an amount as.
may be so consented to by the stockholders; provided, said increase and
original capital stock shall not exceed two hundred thousand dollars. [See
Sec. 50, post.] .

46. Spo. 7. That an annual meeting of stockholders shall be held on the
first Monday in June in each year, of the time and place of which meeting
ten days’ previous public notice shall be given by advertisement in at least.
one newspaper published within the county where such association exists,
and by a like personal notice to be mailed to each stockholder of the asso-
ciation at his residence as stated upon the stock-book of the association, at
which annual meeting the trustees shall make, through the treasurer of the
board, a full and detailed account of all receipts and disbursements by them
made, which report shall be certified to as correct in every item thereof, by
a committee of at least three of the board of trustees, and shall be open for
inspection to any stockholder at any time after said meeting at the office
of the president of the board of trustees, whose duty it shall be to take
and retain such report; that the president of the board of trustees shall
call said stockholders’ meeting to order and preside thereat, and a secretary
shall be elected by the meeting; in the absence of the president of the
board any stockholder may call the meeting to order and the meeting
choose some stockholder to occupy the chair, and said meeting when
organized shall, by a majority vote of the stock voted thereat, select fifteen
trustees for the next ensuing year, whose term of office shall begin imme-
diately npon their election, and the chairman and secretary shall certify
the result of the election by a certificate under their hands, which shall be
filed by the secretary of the board of trustees with the papers in his office
and duly entered in the minutes of the stockholders’ meeting.

47. Sgc. 8. That the board of trustees shall have power to adopt by-
laws for the regulation and government of the association and the conduct.
of business, and to alter, amend or repeal the same by a two-thirds vote
of the board at any regular meeting, if notice of the proposed alteration,
amendment or repeal shall have been given at a previous regular meeting,
and it may be provided by said by-laws that the stock of said association
shall or shall not be voted by proxy; that the members elected on the
board of trustees shall, after their election, immediately meet and organize
by the election of a president, secretary, treasurer and such other officers
as the by-laws may provide.
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Supplement.
Approved April 20, 1885,

48. Src. 1. That it shall be lawful for any association created under this
act to provide by its by-laws for an increase of the number of trustees of
such association to twenty-one, and where such increase shall, by by-laws,
be so made, the board now in office can fill the vacancies by appointment
until the next annual meeting of stockholders.

49. Skc. 2. That it shall be lawful for the board of trustees, by their by-
laws, to provide that each shareholder in said association shall be entitled
to but one vote, and that stock, as such, shall not be voted at the annual
meetings of the association ; provided, however, that no by-laws so providing
shall become operative until submitted to and approved by the stockholders
present and voting at an annual meeting of the association. .

50. Sec. 8. That it shall be lawful for such association, with the con-
sent, in writing, of two-thirds of the stockholders in interest, to increase
its capital stock to three hundred thousand dollars.

An act regulating fraternal beneficiary societies, orders or associations.
Approved March 11, 1893.

51. Skc. 1. That a fraternal beneficiary association is hereby declared to
be a corporation, society or voluntary association, organized and carried on
for the sole benefit of its members and their Dbeneficiaries, and not for
profit, having a lodge system, with a ritualistic form of work, and a repre-
sentative form of government, and making provision for the payment of
benefits in case of sickness, disability or death, and also to provide for the
payment, upon the expiration of a fixed period of not less than five years,
to members whose beneficiaries or distribution period may then expire, of
such sum not exceeding the maximum amount named in the beneficiary
certificate of its members, subject to their compliance with its constitution
and laws, the fund from which the payment of such benefits shall be made
and the fund from which the expenses of such association shall be defrayed
being derived from assessments or dues collected from its members, and
the payment of death benefits being made to the ‘families, heirs, blood
relatives, afflanced husband or affianced wife of, or to persons dependent
upon, the member ; such associations shall be governed by this act, and
shall be exempt from the provisions of insurance laws of this state, and
no law hereafter passed shall apply to them unless they be expressly desig-
nated therein.

52. Sgc. 2. That all such associations coming within the description as
set forth in section one of this act, organized under the laws of this or any
other state, province or territory, and now doing business in this state,
may continue such business; provided, that they hereafter comply with
the provisions of this act regulating annual reports and the designation of
the commissioner of banking and insurance as the person upon whom pro-
cess may be served as hereinafter provided.

53. Sro. 3. That any such association coming within the description as
set forth in section one of this act, organized under the laws of any other
state, province or territory, and not now doing business in this state, shall
be admitted to do business within this state when it shall have filed with
the commissioner of banking and insurance a duly-certified copy of its
charter and articles of association, and a copy of its constitution or laws,
certified to by its secretary or corresponding officer, together with an
appointment of the commissioner of banking and insurance of this state
as a person upon whom process may he served as hereinafter provided;
and provided, that such association shall be shown by certificate to be
authorized to do business in the state, province or territory in which it is
incorporated or organized in case the laws of such state, province or terri-
tory shall provide for such authorization; and in case the laws of such
state, province or territory do not provide for any formal authorization to
do business on the part of any such association, then such association shall
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be shown to be conducting its business in accordance with the provisions
of this act, for which purpose the commissioner of banking and insurance
of this state may personally, or by some person designated by him,
examine into the condition, affairs, character and business methods,
accounts, books and investments of such association at its home office,
which examination shall be at the expense of such association, and shall
be made within thirty days after demand therefor, and the expense of such
examination shall be limited to the sum of fifty dollars.

54, Src. 4. That every such association doing business in this state
shall, on or before the first day of March of each year, make and file with
the commissioner of banking and insurance of this state a report of its
affairs and operations during the year ending on the thirty-first day of
December immediately preceding, which annual report shall be in lieu of
all other reports required by any other law; such reports shall be upon
blank forms to be provided by the commissioner of banking and insurance,
or may be printed in pamphlet form, and shall be verified under ocath by
the duly-authorized officer of such association, and shall be published, or
the substance thereof, in the annual report of the commissioner of banking
and insurance under a separate part entitled *fraternal beneficiary asso-
ciations, 7’ and shall contain answers to the following questions:

I. Number of certificates issued during the year, or members admitted ;

II. Amount of indemnity effected thereby ;

IIT. Number of losses or benefit liabilities incurred ;

IV. Number of losses or benefit liabilities paid ;

V. The amount received from each assessment for the year ;

VI. Total amount paid members, beneficiaries, legal representatives or -
heirs ;

VII. Number and kinds of claims for which assessments have been
made ;

VIII. Number and kinds of claims compromised or resisted, and brief
statement of reasons;

IX. Does association charge annual or other periodical dues or admis-
sion fees?

X. How-much on each one thousand dollars annually or per capita, as
the case may be?

XI. Total amount received, from what source, and the disposition
thereof ;

X1I. Total amount of salaries paid to officers;

XIII. Does association guarantee in its certificates fixed amounts to be
paid regardless of amount realized from assessments, dues, admission fees
and donations?

XIV. If so, state the amount guaranteed, and the security of such
guarantee’; '

XV. Has the association a reserve fund ?

XVI. If so, how is it created and for what purpose, the amount thereof
and how invested ?

XVII. Has the association more than one class?

XVIII. If so, how many, and the amount of indemnity in each?

XIX. Number of members in each class;

XX. If voluntary, so state, and give date of organization;

XXI. Ir mgamzed under the laws of this state under What; law and at
what time, giving chapter, and year and date of passage of the act;

XXII. If organized under the laws of any other state, proviuce or terri-
tory, state such fact and the date of organization, giving chapter and year
and date of passage of the act;

XXIII. Number of certificates of beneficiary membership elapsed dur-
ing the year;

-XXIV. Number in force at beginning and end of year; if more than
one class, number in each class;

XXYV. Name and address of its president, secretary and treasurer, or
corresponding officers ;
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the commissioner of banking and insurance is empowered to address any
additional inquiries to any such association in relation to its doings or
condition, or any other matter connected with its transactions relative to
the business contemplated by this act, and such officers of such association
as the commissioner of banking and insurance may require shall promptly
reply in writing, under oath, to all such inquiries.

55. Src. 5. That each such association now doing or hereafter admitted to
do business within this state and not having its principal office within the
state, and not being organized under the laws of this state, shall appoint,
in writing, the commissioner of banking and insurance, or his successor in
office, to be its true and lawful attorney, upon whom all lawful process in
any action or proceeding against it may be served,and in such writing
shall agree that any lawful process against it which is served on said
attorney shall be of the same legal force and validity as if served upon the
association, and that the authority shall continue in force so long as any
liability remains outstanding in this state ; copies of such certificate, certi-
fied by said commissioner of banking and insurance, shall be deemed
sufficient evidence thereof, and shall be admitted in evidence with the
“same force and effect as the original thereof might be admitted; service
upon such attorney shall be deemed sufficient service upon such associa-
tion; when legal process against any such association is served upon said
commissioner of banking and insurance, he shall immediately notify the
association of such service by letter, prepaid and directed to its secretary
or corresponding officer, and shall within two days after such service for-
ward in the same manner a copy of the process served on him to such
officer ; the plaintiff in such process so served shall pay to the commis-
sioner of banking and insurance, at the time of such service, a fee of three
dollars, which shall be recovered by him as part of the taxable costs if he
prevails in the suit; the commissioner of banking and insurance shall
keep a record of all processes served upon him, which record shall show
the day and hour when such service was made.

508. Skc. 6. That the commissioner of banking and insurance shall,
upon the application of any association having the right to do business
within this state as provided by this act, issue to such association a permit
in writing, authorizing such association to do business within this state,
for which certificate and all proceedings in connection therewith such asso-
ciation shall pay to said commissioner the fee of five dollars.

57. Sec. 7. That bereafter nine or more persons may become an incor-
porated fraternal beneficiary association, within the descriptions set forth
in section one of this act, by filing in the office of the commissioner of
banking and insurance a declaration executed and acknowledged by each
of them, stating their intention to form such fraternal beneficiary associa-
tion, the proposed name thereof (which shall not be the same as nor too
closely resemble the name of any other fraternal beneficiary association
doing business in this state); the mode in which its corporate powers are
to be exercised and the names and official titles of the officers, trustees,
directors, representatives or other persons, by whatsoever name or ftitle
designated, who are to have and exercise the general control and manage-
ment of its affairs and funds, who shall be elected after the first year by
_representatives chosen by grand or subordinate lodges, councils or bodies,
who shall be members of such association; there shall be indorsed upon
such declaration, or annexed thereto, and forming a part thereof, the sworn
statement of at least three subsecribers thereto that two hundred persons,
eligible under the proposed laws of such associations to membership there-
in, have, in good faith, made application in writing for beneficial member-
ship, in the aggregate amount of at least four hundred thousand dollars,
and have each paid in one full assessment in cash; if all the requirements
of law be complied with, the commissioner shall thereupon file such
declaration and cause it to be recorded, with the certificate of the attorney-
general, that the same is in accordance with this act, and not inconsistent
with the constitution and laws of this state, in a book to be kept for that
purpose, and shall deliver to such association a certified copy of the papers

11
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so recorded in his office, together with the license or certificate of the
commissioner to such assoclation to carry on the work of a fraternal bene-
ficiary association within the description set forth in section one of this
act; for the filing of such declaration, and for all proceedings conuecied
therewith, said commissioner of banking and insurance shall receive from
such association a fee of ten dollars; any fraternal beneficiary association
coming within the description as set forth in section one of this act, now
doing business in this state, may become incorporated or re-incorporate
under the provisions of this section, but nothing in this act shall be con-
strued as requiring any such association to become so incorporated or to
80 re-incorporate. )

58. Sec. 8. That such association shall not employ paid agents in
soliciting or procuring members, except in the organizing or building up
of subordinate bodies or granting members inducements to procure new
members. . _

59. Skc. 9. That no contract with any such association shall be valid
when there is a contract, agreement or understanding between the member
and the beneficiary or any person for him shall pay such member’s assess-
ments and dues, or either of them.

60. Skc. 10. That the money or other benefit, charity, relief or aid to
be paid, provided or rendered by any association authorized to do business
under this act shall not be liable to attachment by trustee, garnishee or
other process and shall not be seized, taken, appropriated or applied by
any legal or equitable process, or by operation of law, to pay any debt or
liability of a certificate-holder or of any beneficiary named in a certificate,
or of any .person who may have any right thereunder.

61. Skc. 11. That any such association organized under the laws of this
state may provide for the meetings of its legislative or governing body in
any other state, province or territory wherein such association shall have
subordinate bodies; and all business transacted at such meetings shall be
valid in all respects as if such meetings were held in this state; and where
the laws of any such association provide for the election of its officers by
vote to be cast in its subordinate bodies, the vote so cast in its subordinate
bodies, in any other state, province or territory, shall be valid as if cast
within this state.

62. Skc. 12. That any person, officer, member or examining physician,
who shall knowingly or willfully make any false or frandulent statement
or representation, in or with reference to any application for membership, or
for the purpose of obtaining any money or benefit in any association trans-
acting business under this act, shall be guilty of misdemeanor and upon
conviction shall be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dol-
lars, nor more than five hundred dollars, or imprisonment in the county
jail for not less than thirty days nor more than one year, or both, in the
discretion of the court; and any person who shall willfully make a false
statement of any material fact or thing in a sworn statement as to the death
or disability of a certificate-holder in any such association, for the purpose
of procuring payment of a benefit named in a certificate of such holder,
and any person who shall willfully make any false statement in any verified
report or declaration under oath required or authorized by this act, shall
be guilty of perjury and shall be proceeded against and punished as pro-
vided by the statutes of this state in relation to the crime of perjury.

63. Src. 13. That whenever said commissioner of banking and insur-
ance shall become satisfied that any such association doing business within
this state is exceeding its power, or conducting its business fraudulently,
he may personally; or by some person to be designated by him, examine
into the condition, affairs, character and business methods, accounts, books
and investments of such association at its home office, which examination
shall be at the expense of such association, and such expense shall be
limited to the sum of fifty dollars. _ '

64. Skc. 14. That any such association refusing or neglecting to make
the report as provided in this act shall be excluded from doing busi-
ness within this state; said commissioner of banking and insurance must

.
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within sixty days after failure to make such report, or in case any such
association shall exceed its powers, or shall conduct its business fraudu-
lently, or shall fail to comply with any of the provisions of this act, or
shall refuse to submit its accounts, books, papers and vouchers for exami-
nation by said commissioner or person designated by bim, shall give notice
in writing to the attorney-general, who shall immediately commence an
action against such association to enjoin the same from carrying on any
business; and no injunction against any such association shall be granted
by any court, except on application by the attorney-general, at the request
of the commissioner of banking and insurance; no association so enjoined
shall have authority to continue business until such report shall be made,
or overt act or violations complained of shall have been corrected, nor
until the costs of such action be paid by it; provided, the court shall find
that such association was in default as charged, whereupon the commis-
sioner of banking and insurance shall reinstate such association, and not
until then shall such association be allowed to again do business in this
state; any officer, agent or person acting for any association or subordinate
body thereof, within this state, while such association shall be so enjoined
or prohibited from doing business pursuant to this act, shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be punished by a

fine not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than two hundred dollars,-

or by imprisonment in the county jail not less than thirty days nor more
than one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of
the court. _

65. Skc. 15. That any person who shall act within this state as an
officer, agent or otherwise, for any association which shall have failed,
neglected or refused to comply with, or shall have violated any of the pro-
visions of this act, or shall have failed or neglected to procure from the
commissioner of banking and insurance proper certificates of authority to
transact business, as provided for by this act, shall be subject to the penalty
provided in the last preceding section for the misdemeanor therein specified.

66. Src. 16. That this act shall not apply to any corporation, society or
association carrying on the business of life, health, casualty or accident
insurance for profit or gain, but it shall apply to fraternal beneficiary asso-
ciations only, as defined in section one of this act; this act shall not affect
or apply -to any grand or subordinate lodges of the ancient order of free
and accepted masons, independent order of odd fellows, improved order of
red men, junior order of American mechanics, as they now exist, nor of
the knights of Pythias (exclusive of thie endowment rank), nor to similar
- orders, nor to any association not working on the lodge system, or which
limits its certificate-holders to a particular class, or to the employes of a
particular town or city, designated firm, business house or corporation.

67. Skc. 17. That every association to which this act shall be applicable
shall pay the following fees to the commissioner of banking and insurance,
for defraying the expenses of this act, viz. :

For filing the declaration or a certified copy of charter required by this
act, ten dollars ; .

For filing the annual report therein provided, five dollars;

For every copy of any paper filed or recorded in his office, eight cents
per folio; '

For affixing his official seal on such copy, and certifying same, one
dollar.

68. Src. 18. That all acts or parts of acts inconsistent with the provi-
sions of this act are hereby repealed, and that this act shall take effect
immediately. :
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An act defining fraternal beneficial and relief societies and their status,
authorizing them to create subordinate lodges and to pay benefits
upon the sickness, disability or death of their members, from funds
collected by dues and assessments therein, providing for their regis-
tration in the office of the insurance commissioner, and requiring that
they shall make annual reports to him, and exempting them from
taxation and from the supervision of the insurance commissioner.

Approved April 23, 1894,

69. Skc. 1. That it shall be lawful for any corporation, society or vol-
untary association now or hereafter formed, organized and carried on for
the sole benefit of its members and their beneficiaries and not for profit, to
have and create subordinate lodges with ritualistic form of work and a
representative form of government, and to issue certificates of membership,
make provision for the payment of benefits in case of sickness, disability
or death of its members, subject to their compliance with its constitution
and laws in which the fund from which the payment of such benefits shall
be made, and the expenses of such association shall be defrayed and shall
be derived from assessments or dues collected from its members, and in
which the payment of death benefits shall be to families, heirs, blood
relatives, affianced husband or affianced wife of, or to persons dependent
upon the member; such corporation, society or voluntary association now
existing, or heredafter formed or organized, shall be and is hereby declared
to be a fraternal beneficial society and shall be governed by this act, and
shall be exempt from the provisions of the insurance laws of this state,
and no law hereafter passed shall be applied to them unless they be

‘expressly designated therein ; all funds of such fraternal beneficial societies

shall be exempt from the state tax on money at interest.

70. Skc. 2. That within sixty days after the passage of this act all
supreme or grand or other bodies which may be known to constitute the
head of any fraternal beneficial society doing business within this state, as
provided in the first section of this act, shall file through its proper officers
or representatives with- the insurance commissioner a copy of their consti-
tution and general laws, and annually any alterations, changes or amend-
ments, whose duty it shall be to register them without charge in the
insurance department as fraternal beneficial societies, and when so regis-
tered, they shall be exempt from any and all fees and taxes imposed by
existing laws upon insurance companies reporting to said department.

71. Skc. 3. That the executive officers of each such supreme or grand
lodge of any fraternal beneficial society doing business in this state shall,
on or before the first day of March of each year, make a report under oath
on a blank to be provided by the insurance commissioner, which report
shall be printed as a part of his annual report, of the operations of said
society in this state, for the preceding fiscal year ending December thirty-
first, in form as follows: '

I.

Name of the society or association, with its principal office or place of
business.

II. INCOME.

First. Annual dues ;

Second. Assessments ;

Third. All other sources;

Fourth. Total income during the year.

TII. EXPENDITURES.

First. Losses and claims paid;

Second. Salary and other compensation of officers ;
Third. Rent; '

Fourth. Office expenses;

Fifth. All other expenditures.
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IV. ASSETS.

First. Real estate;

Second. Loans on mortgages ;

Third. Bonds and stock owned absolutely ;

Fourth. Cash in office or bank;

Fifth. Due from members on assessments called or pending collection ;
Sixth. All other assets (stating character).

V. LIABILITIES.

First. Losses and claims unpaid;

Second. Salaries due and unpaid ;

Third. Borrowed money ;

Fourth. All other liabilities (stating character).

VI. EXHIBIT OF MEMBERSHIP.

First. Total members in good standing December thirty-first, one thou-
‘sand hundred and ; number, -

Second. Total number of members received by initiation or re-admission
during the year; number, H

Third.” Total number, ;

Fourth. Deduct members retiring by withdrawal or suspension during
the year ; number, s

Fifth. Deduct members who have died during the year; number,

Sixth. Total members in good standing, December thirty-first, one thou-
gand hundred and ; nuinber, -

72. Skc. 4. That any fraternal beneficial society failing to register as
required by the second section of this act, or to make the report required
by, the third section of this act, shall be prohibited from doing business in
this state, and the officers of societies violating these requirements shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined not
exceeding one hundred dollars for each offense; provided always, that
nothing in this act shall be so construed as to give the insurance commis-
sioner any supervision or authority in any matter or thing whatsoever per-
taining to the business of any fraternal society as prescribed.in the first
section of this act, other than is expressly provided for in the second and
third sections hereof; and provided further,that all beneficial and relief
associations formed by churches, societies, classes, firms or corporations
with or without ritualistic form of work, the privileges and membership in
which are confined to the members of such churches, societies or classes
and to the members and employes of such firms or corporations, shall be
exempt from the provisions of this act; and provided further, that this act
shall not apply to any secret fraternal beneficial society, order or associa-
tion which has for one of its objects the payment of a sum not exceeding
a certain amount at the expiration of a fixed period.

An act to incorporate societies for the training of young women for
domestic service and providing homes for working women when
out of employment or incapacitated for work.

Approved April 20, 1886.

73. Src. 1. That it shall be lawful for any religious or other society of
women in this state, associated for the purpose of training young women
for domestic service and of providing homes for domestic servants and
working women when out of employment or incapacitated for work, to
become incorporated under and by virtue of the provisions of this act; the
president or other head officer of such society for the time being, and three
trustees, members of such society, who shall be elected by a majority of the
members of such society, may sign' a certificate, the name by which they
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and their successors shall be known and distinguished, and transmit said
certificate to the clerk of the court of common pleas of the county in which
such society shall be located, whose duty it shall be forthwith to file and
record the same, for which he shall be entitled to receive one dollar, and
thereupon .such society shall be a body corporate by the name or title so
taken, certified and recorded.

74. Sec. 2. That the persons so signing said certificate shall be the
trustees of such corporation, and they and their successors shall, by such
corporate name, have succession and continuance and power to sue and be
sued, plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered unto in all courts
and places whatsoever, to make and use a common seal and alter and
renew the same at pleasure, and to purchase and take, have, hold, receive
and enjoy any lands, tenements and hereditaments in fee-simple or other-
wise, and any goods, chattels or property of any description, real or per-
sonal, and whether acquired by gift, grant, devise, bequest or otherwise,
and the same to grant, convey, lease, assign, sell or otherwise dispose of
for the purposes of said society.

75. Skc. 8. That incorporations under this act shall be authorized to
make, adopt and use, and from time to time alter, amend or change such
general form of a constitution and such by-laws for their government as to
them shall seem right and proper; provided, that nothing in such consti-
tution or by-laws be repugnant to the constitution or laws of the United
States or of this state.. .

76. SEc. 4. That the officers and trustees of such corporation shall be
elected or appointed in such manner and at such times and in such places
as the said eorporation shall, by its constitution or by-laws, provide.

77. Sec. 5. That the legislature may at any time alter, modify or repeal
this act, and may also annul or repeal the charter of any association incor-
porated under and by virtue of the provisions of this act:

An act to authorize corporations organized for religious, educational
or benevolent purposes to procure an increase of their capacity
to acquire and hold real and personal property.

Approved March 27, 1889

78. Sgc. 1. That whenever any corporation of this state, incorporated
for religious, educational or benevolent purposes, shall, by its charter
or any supplement thereto, or otherwise, be limited in the amount or value
of real or personal property which it may acquire, have, hold and enjoy
for the use and purposes of such corporation, and the board of trustees,
directors or managers of such corporation shall desire to obtain for such
corporation leégal capacity to acquire, have, hold, use and enjoy a larger
amount than that to which it is or shall be so limited, that it shall be law-
ful for such trustees, directors or managers at any stated meeting of said
board, and from time to time, to adopt by vote of a majority of the whole
number of such trustees, directors or managers, a resolution declaring their
desire to have the amount so enlarged, and stating the amount to which it
is to be so increased, and to cause a copy of such resolution, authenticated
and verified as by this act directed, to be filed in the office of the secretary
of state. -

79. Sec. 2. That the copy of the resolution authorized by the first sec-
tion of this act to be filed with the secretary of state, shall be certified and
authenticated under the common seal of said corporation, and shall be
verified by the oath of the clerk or secretary of said corporation that the
seal affixed to said copy is the common seal of said corporation, that the
said copy is a true copy of the original resolution as recorded on the
minutes of said board, and that it was passed as directed in the first sec-
tion of this act. .

80. Skc. 3. That on filing said copy of such resolution in the office of
the secretary of state, it shall be thereafter lawful for the said corporation
to take and receive by gift, grant, devise, bequest or purchase, and to have,
hold and enjoy for the uses and purposes of tlie said corporation any real
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or personal estate not exceeding the increased amount named in said reso-
lution, any provision of the charter of said corporation, or any supplement
thereto, to the contrary notwithstanding.

An act to incorporate building associations formed by knights of
labor or other societies of organized labor.
) Approved April 18, 1889.

81. Skc. 1. That in the several counties in this state in which there now
are or hereafter may be two or more assemblies of the kniglits of labor or
other societies of organized labor, it shall and may be - lawful for two or
more of such assemblies or societies to associate themselves together and
become incorporated uunder and by the name of *the knights of labor
building association of the county of ,7 or under any other name
which shall indicate the object of such association; and upon the record-
ing of a certificate, in the form hereinafter provided, in the office of the
clerk of the county in which the same may be located, and the filing of
such certificate in the office of the secretary of state of this state, such
persons shall, from and after the date of the filing thereof, become and be
incorporated under and by the name aforesaid, as a body politic and
corporate in law, and by such name shall have perpetual succession and
continuance, and be capable of suing and being sued, complaining and
defending in any court of law or equity, and may make and use a common
seal and alter the same at pleasure, and may receive, take, hold, purchase
and convey or mortgage, invest and re-invest real, personal and mixed
estate, and may enter into, execute and enforce any contracts or agree-
ments relating to, touching or concerning the objects of such corporation,
and they and their successors, and all who shall associate themselves
‘together with them, shall, as such corporation, be entitled to all the rights,
powers, privileges, benefits, advantages and immunities which now are or
hereafter may be conferred upon corporations generally under and by any
law of this state; and the membership of such corporation shall consist of
the members of the several assemblies of knights of labor or other societies
of organized labor in any county of this state, who shall organize them-
selves into a corporation under the provisions of this act, and the whole
body of membership of such corporation shall have the same rights therein
as the charter members thereof.

82. Skc. 2. That the president and secretary of such corporation, when
elected as hereinafter provided, shall forthwith execute and sign a certifi-
‘cate, and canse the same to be recorded in the office of the clerk of the
county in which the same may be located, which certificate, after being so
recorded, shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state; and the said
certificate or a copy thereof, duly certified by the county clerk or secretary
of state, shall be evidence in all courts and places; and such certificate,
in ‘writing, shall set forth the election of the representatives authorized to
organize such corporation, the election by such representatives of a board of
officers and trustees, giving their names and official designations, the cor-
porate name taken and chosen to designate such corporation, the location
of such corporation and a reference to this act.

83. Skc. 8. That on or before the first Monday in May in every year,
each assembly of the knights of labor or society of organized labor in any
county of this state, that may be members of any corporation organized
under this act, may elect not more than three representatives, and the said
representatives, when so elected by the several assemblies or societies,
shall constitute the board of representatives of such corporation, and said
board shall have and exercise the powers hereinafter committed to them,
and shall hold office for three years from the date of their election and
until their successors are elected ; provided, however, that at the first elec-
tion after the organization under this act, one representative shall be
elected for one year, one for two years and one for three years, but all
subsequent elections shall be for a term of three years, as hereinbefore
provided. ’
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84. Sec. 4. That the said board of representatives, on or before the
first Monday in June in every year, shall elect by ballot, from among their
own number, a president, vice president, treasurer and a secretary, who
shall constitute the board of officers of the corporation, and a board of
.trustees, to consist of five members; provided, however, that the failure to
hold the election at the time specified, shall not work any forfeiture or
dissolution of the corporation, nor shall such election be of none effect by
reason of any delay in holding the same; and it shall be the duty of the
president and secretary of such corporation, in case of any failure to hold
any election at the time above provided, forthwith to give reasonable
notice of a time and place for the holding of such election.

85. Sec. 5. That the said board of representatives shall have the power
to make the necessary by-laws for the government of the said associations,
and for the regulation of the meetings of said representatives and the

_ trustees.

86. Skc. 6. That in case a vacancy shall occur in the office of represen-
tative, such vacancy shall forthwith be filled by the assembly or society by
which he was elected, for the remainder of the term for which he was
elected; and in case a vacancy shall occur in the board of officers or
trustees, such vacancy shall be forthwith filled by the board of representa-
tives for the remainder of the term for which such officer was elected.

87. Skc. 7. That at any meeting of the board of representatives, they
shall have the right to inguire into the management of the funds and
property of the said corporation, and to suspend any officer or trustee
charged with misconduct or malfeasance in office; and upon any represen-
tative or trustee being charged with misconduct or malfeasance in office,
such charge shall at once be tried by the board of representatives, at which
trial he may be heard in his own behalf or by counsel ; and if he shall be
found guilty by a majority vote of such board of representatives, his office
shall be declared vacant.

88. Sec. 8. That the object of the corporations formed under this act
shall be the purchase of land, and the erection of a hall or other buildings,
to be used for literary and social purposes,and for the general improve-

" ment of workingmen, by the establishment of libraries, reading-rooms and

places of social entertainment; and no part of the funds of any such cor-
poration shall be used in any way or manner save as provided by this act.

89. Skc. 9. That if, beforé the passage of this act, moneys have been
raised in any county of this state by the assemblies of the knights of labor,
or other societies of organized labor, and lands and buildings purchased
therewith, and conveyed to trustees in trust for the building fund of the
knights of labor of such county, or other similar organization therein, that
it shall and may be lawful for said trustees, upon the organization and due
incorporation of an association pursuant to the provisions of this act, to
transfer and convey, by good and sufficient conveyance or conveyances in
the law, to such association the said lands and buildings, the same to be
held and enjoyed by said association for the purposes for which lands may
be held by such association under the provisions of this dct.

An act for the incorporation of societies not for pecuniary profit,
defining their powers and providing for the election of officers, the
disselution of such corporations, distribution of their property and
the changing of their articles of association.

Approved March 24, 1892,

90. Sgc. 1. That trade unions and labor organizations not for pecuniary
profit may be incorporated as hereinafter provided; any seven or more
persons, citizens of the United States, who shall desire to associate them-
selves for any lawful purpose other than for pecuniary profit, may make,
sign and acknowledge, before any officer having a seal and authorized to
take acknowledgments of deeds in this state, and file in the office of the
secretary of state and in the office of the clerk of the county in which such
society, association or elub shall be located a certificate in writing in which
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shall be stated the name or title by which such corporation shall be known
in law, the particular objects for which it is formed, and the number of
its officers and the names of the officers selected for the management of its
business; upon complying with the foregoing conditions the corporation
shall be deemed fully organized, and may proceed to carry out the objects
of its organization ; provided, the secretary of state shall not file a certifi-
cate of organization of any corporation having the name of any then exist-
ing, but shall notify the subscribers, or any two of them, of the reason of
his refusal to do so.

91. Skc. 2. That any corporation formed under the provisions of this act
shall have and possess all the rights, powers and privileges given to cor-
porations by common law, to sue and be sued, to borrow money and secure
the payment of the same by notes, bonds and mortgages upon their real
and personal - property, and to rent, lease, purchase, hold, sell and convey
such personal and real property as may be necessary and proper for the
purpose of erecting buildings and for other proper objects of any such cor-
poration; such corporation may borrow money only upon the consent of a
majority of the members thereof expressed by a vote, to be used solely for
the purpose of its organization.

92, Sro. 3. That such corporation shall elect officers from the members
thereof, at such times and places and for such periods as may be provided
for by the by-laws, and they shall have the management and control of
the atinirs and funds of the corporations; whenever officers shall be elected
a certificate under the seal of the corporation, signed by its secretary, giving
their names and the terms of their office, shall be recorded in the office of the
county clerk where the certificate of organization is recorded ; vacancies in
the board of officers shall be filled in the manner provided by the by-laws.

93. Skc. 4. That no dividend or distribution of the property of such
corporation shall be made until all debts are fully paid, and then only
upon its final dissoluticn and surrender of its organization and name, nor
shall any distribution be made except by a vote of a majority of the mem-
bers; when any distribution of its property is contemplated, the officers
shall file a statement under oath, in the office of the county clerk where
the certificate is filed and the corporation located that all debts of the cor-
poration are paid; and in case a dissolution shall be made before filing
such statement under oath, or if such statement shall be willfully false,
said officers shall be jointly and severally liable for the debts of such cor-
poration ; when a final dissolution of-any such corporation has been agreed
upon, the officers shall file in the office of the secretary of state a certificate
thereof, under the seal of the corporation, and upon the filing of said
certificate such organization shall cease to exist.

94. Skc. 5. That any such corporation may change its articles of incor-
poration in the manner prescribed by its own rules, but no such change
shall be of legal effect until a certificate thereof, under the seal of such
corporation, shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state and recorded
in the office of the county clerk in which the original certificate was
recorded.

95. Sec. 6. That all acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act be
and are hereby repealed, and that this act shall take effect immediately.
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